FOR many years pneumonia and bronchiolitis of infants and small children have been an important public health problem which has far exceeded that of poliomyelitis and many other infectious diseases in mortality. Until recently there has been a relative lack of public health interest in lower respiratory tract disease of the young, due in large part to a limited understanding of its etiology. In the past ten years, advances in laboratory methodology have made possible the recovery and classification of a large number of heretofore unrecognized nonbacterial agents from the respiratory tract. Recent controlled epidemiologic studies indicate that members of at least four different groups of these agents are associated with severe respiratory disease of early life. The present report will summarize our knowledge of the respiratory syncytial (RS) virus, which appears to be the most important single cause of such illness.
History and Properties
RS virus was first recovered in 1956 by Dr RS infection was associated with pneumonia in pediatric outpatients, but the association was considered tentative in view of the small sample size. 3 Evidence for the etiologic association of RS virus and respiratory illness is presented in Table 2 
Serologic Response to Infection
The serologic response of infants less than seven months of age is relatively poor as shown in Table 3 Table 3 .4 With the information shown in Table 3 it is then possible to interpret the serologic findings obtained with RS virus over a four-year period in the Washington, D. C., childhood population.
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